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TEMPLES 

'HOLINESS   TO   THE    LORD' 

IN  the  days  of  Israel  when  the  prophet  Moses  was  leading  God's  Cove- 
nant people,  he  was  instructed  to  build  a  Tabernacle  where  the  Lord 
could  reveal  His  will  to  His  people.  In  Exodus  25  we  read,  "And  there  I 
will  meet  with  thee,  and  I  will  commune  with  thee  ...  of  all  things  which 
I  will  give  thee  in  commandment  unto  the  children  of  Israel."'  Later  on 
in  the  history  of  Israel,  a  Temple  was  built  replacing  the  Tabernacle.  The 
best  that  the  people  had  in  materials  and  substance  was  given  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Temple. 

Temples  were  a  symbol  of  faith  in  those  days  and  were  used  for 
sacred  ordinances.  Wherever  the  Kingdom  of  God  is,  the  higher  ordinances 
and  convenants  of  the  Priesthood  will  be  given  for  our  eternal  salvation 
and  progression.  Temples  are  not  ordinary  houses  of  worship.  Other 
buildings  are  erected  in  the  wards  and  stakes  and  in  the  branches  and  mis- 
sions for  that  purpose.  In  the  Temples  we  do  work  for  our  loved  ones  who 
did  not  have  the  privilege  of  living  in  a  gospel  dispensation.  This  permits 
us  to  actually  become  "Saviours  on  Mount  Zion."  We  do  something  for  them 
that  they  cannot  do  for  themselves.  When  one  contemplates  the  mission  of 
our  Saviour  and  His  atonement,  we  realize  that  He  did  something  for  every 
son  and  daughter  of  God  who  has  ever  lived  on  the  earth.  His  resurrection 
made  our  resurrection  possible.  This  was  work  of  a  vicarious  nature.  As  we 
seek  after  our  dead  in  genealogical  records,  may  the  vision  of  the  Temple 
of  God  ever  to  be  in  our  minds. 

The  blessings  of  the  House  of  the  Lord  come  to  us  through  righteous- 
ness. In  the  words  of  the  psalmist,  "Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the 
Lord?  or  who  shall  stand  in  his  holy  place?  He  that  hath  clean  hands  and 
a  pure  heart;  who  hath  not  lifted  up  his  soul  unto  vanity,  or  sworn  deceit- 
fully. He  shall  receive  the  blessing  from  the  Lord,  and  righteousness  from 
the  God  of  his  salvation. "- 

—  President  J.  Golden  Snow 


Exodus  25:22 
Psalms  24:3-5 
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COVER  STORY 


"With,    this    Prayer 
we    dedicate    our    Lives 


f  i 


IN  January  1841,  the  Lord  told  Joseph  Smith  that  "a  baptismal  font  there 
is  not  upon  the  earth,  that  they,  my  saints,  may  be  baptized  for  those 
who  are  dead."'  One-hundred  and  twenty-four  years  later,  on  November 
17,  1964,  at  Oakland,  California,  President  David  O.  McKay  dedicated  the 
fourteenth  temple  of  this  dispensation  for  sealings,  endowments  and  baptism 
for  the  living  and  the  dead. 

On  January  23  1961.  President  McKay  announced  the  decision  to 
build  a  temple  in  Oakland  and  pointed  out  that  "on  August  7,  1847, 
President  Brigham  Young  made  a  prophecy  contained  in  an  epistle  which 
he  and  Dr.  Willard  Richards  had  written  to  the  Saints  in  California  who  had 
come  around  the  Horn  under  the  presidency  of  Samuel  Brannan.  This  pre- 
diction was  given  towards  the  end  of  the  letter  —  'And  in.  the  process  of 
time,  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  may  yet  be  overlooked  from  the  Temple  of 
the  Lord."  President  McKay  also  told  of  President  George  Albert  Smith's 
prophecy  in  1924.  President  Smith  and  Brother  Aird  Macdonald  were  on 
the  roof  terrace  of  the  hotel  where  they  were  staying  in  San  Fancisco.  They 
were  admiring  the  view  of  the  bay  and  the  East  Bay  Hills  ablaze  with  the 
golden  light  of  the  setting  sun.  After  a  moment  of  silence,  President  Smith 
said,  "Brother  Macdonald,  I  can  almost  see  in  vision  a  white  temple  of 
the  Lord  high  upon  those  hills,  an  ensign  to  all  the  world  travellers  as 
they  sail  through  the  Golden  Gate  into  this  wonderful  harbour."  After 
citing  these  statements  President  McKay  said,  "So  we  feel  that  the  time  has 
come  when  these  prophecies  should  be  fulfilled." 

Thus  the  faith  and  dedication  of  the  Saints  in  erecting  the  Oakland 
Temple  has  not  only  helped  to  "bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal 
life  of  man?"2  but  has  also  fulfilled  modern  prophecy. 

With  the  opening  of  this  Temple,  thousands  of  those  who  have  died 
without  understanding  the  gospel  will  be  able  to  receive  the  blessing  of  the 
holy  ordinances  of  the  gospel.  The  ordinances  will  be  performed  in  behalf 
of  those  who  are  dead  by  those  who  are  living.  The  ordinances  will  then 
be  recognized  as  the  departed  spirit  accepts  the  gospel  that  is  being  preach- 
ed to  him  in  the  Spirit  World.  Truly  the  Saints  can  say,  "Let  the  dead 
speak  forth  anthems  of  eternal  praise  to  the  King  Immanuel,  who  hath 
ordained,  before  the  world  was,  that  which  would  enable  us  to  redeem  them 
out  of  their  prison;  for  the  prisoners  shall  go  free."3 

Besides  fulfilling  modern  prophecy,  the  Oakland  Temple  is  part  of  the 
fulfillment  of  Micah's  prophecy  made  hundreds  of  years  before  Christ. 
Micah  prophesied  that  "in  the  last  days  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  the 
mountain  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  shall  be  established  in  the  top  of  the 
mountains  .  .  .  And  many  nations  shall  come  and  say,  Come  and  let  us  go 
up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  and  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob; 
and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths."4 

As  Micah  foresaw,  one  of  the  principal  purposes  of  the  Houses  of  the 
Lord  in  these  latter  days  is  "to  teach  us  of  his  ways."  Elder  John  A.  Wid- 
tsoe  once  said  that  he  learned  something  new  every  time  he  went  to  the 
Temple.  Elder  Widtsoe  was  not  only  a  very  learned  man  whose  scientific 
accomplishments  are  known  all  over  the  world,  but  he  was  also  an  Apostle 
of  the  Lord.  If  he  could  learn  something  new  each  of  the  hundreds  of  times 
he  went  to  the  Temple,  then  there  certainly  must  be  something  that  each 
can  learn  from  going  "up  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob." 

On  May  26,  1962,  President  McKay  opened  the  prayer  dedicating  the 
Oakland  Temple  site  in  a  way  that  expresses  the  essence  of  what  the  Temple 
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teach.  As  President  McKay  addressed  our  Eternal  Father  in  prayer  he  said, 
"We  are  grateful  that  we  know  of  thy  existence,  that  thou  art  the  Father  of 
all  mankind,  and  that  thou  lovest  them  even  as  an  earthly  father  loves  his 
own  children."  President  McKay  began  the  dedicatory  prayer  for  the 
Temple  in  a  similar  way :  'We  are  grateful  for  the  knowledge  that  we 
have  of  our  relationship  to  thee;  that  thou  art  our  Father." 

For  the  Latter-day  Saint,  the  Fatherhood  of  God  is  not  just  an  empty 
phrase  to  legitimize  an  equally  empty  belief  in  the  brotherhood  of  man. 
As  President  McKay  indicated,  the  spiritual  Fatherhood  of  God  is  just  as 
real  as  the  physical  fatherhood  of  our  earthly  fathers.  Paul  refers  to  this 
same  principle  in  his  letter  to  the  Hebrews,  "Furthermore,  we  have  had 
fathers  of  our  flesh  which  corrected  us,  and  we  gave  them  reverence; 
should  we  not  much  rather  be  in  subjection  to  the  Father  of  spirits  and 
live."s 

Speaking  at  the  Oakland  dedicatory  services,  President  McKay  pointed 
out  that  "Mormonism,  the  principal  element  of  it,  is  the  application  of 
religion  to  daily  life."  That  is  what  the  Temple  ordinances  do — they  make 
the  Fatherhood  of  God  a  very  part  of  every  day  life.  King  Benjanmin  said 
that  through  the  atonement  of  Christ  the  Lord,  man  may  become  a  saint, 
"submissive,  meek,  humble,  patient,  full  of  love,  willing  to  submit  to  all 
things  which  the  Lord  seeth  fit  to  inflict  upon  him,  even  as  a  ch'ld  doth 
submit  to  his  father.",.  The  Temples  teach  that  God  is  the  Eternal  Father 
of  all  mankind  and  that  He  is  concerned  with  each  and  every  one  of  His 
children.  The  Saints  covenant  there  to  submit  themselves  to  Him  in  every 
way,  as  a  child  submits  to  his  father. 

The  erection  of  the  Oakland  Temple  represents  an  expression  of  gra- 
titude, obedience,  and  love  from  the  Saints  of  the  latter  days  to  their  Father 
in  Heaven.  It  is  the  outward  sign  of  an  inward  covenant  between  God  and 
His  children.  The  meaning  of  this  covenant  to  each  Saint 
was  expressed  beautifully  in  the  closing  words  of  President 
McKay's  dedicatory  prayer:  "Now,  O  God,  our  Heavenly  Eternal 
Father,  the  faithful  member  of  Thy  Church  through  love  for 
Thee  and  Thy  children,  have  erected  to  Thee  by  tithes  and  offer- 
ings this  Holy  House  in  which  shall  be  performed  ordinances  and  ceremo- 
nies essential  to  the  happiness,  salvation,  and  exaltation  of  Thy  children 
living  in  mortality  and  in  the  Spirit  World.  Accept  of  our  offering,  hallow 
it  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  protect  and  guard  it  by  Thy  Power. 

'With  this  prayer,  we  dedicate  our  lives  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  on  earth  for  the  peace  of  the  world  and  to  Thy  Glory 
forever,  in  the  name  of  Thy  Beloved  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  Amen." 

DPR 

1  Doctrine  and  Covenants  124:29 

2  Moses  1:39 

3  Doctrine  and  Covenants  128:22 
'  Micah  4:1-2 

s  Hebrew  12:9 
fi  Mosiah  3:19 


GENEALOGY 

The  Mission  Genealogical  Office  has  some  few  thousand  record  cards 
with  names  and  in  some  instances  almost  complete  data  of  families  as 
submitted  by  Church  members  through  the  years. 

The  members  throughout  the  Mission  may  be  interested  to  have  me 
check  names  for  them  but  I  can  only  do  this  if  and  when  a  Pedigree  Chart 
or  Family  Group  Sheet  is  submitted  indicating  the  names  and  lines  re- 
quired. 

Those  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  this  service,  write  and  send 
particulars  to:    (Miss)  Edith  Wiid,  P.O.  Box  487,  Cape  Town. 
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EDITORIAL 

A    Historical    Era 
Draws    to    a    Close 

'TT^HE  Life  of  another  house  is  coming  to  an  end.  This  time  it  is  the 
A   home  of  Col.  Frank  Rhodes,  brother  to  Cecil  John  Rhodes,  which  is 
falling  under  the  hammers  of  the  demolition  team." 

So  stated  a  recent  article  in  a  Cape  Town  newspaper.  The  newspaper 
featured  a  picture  of  Mowbray's  "Cumorah".  former  Mission  Home  of  the 
South  African  Mission,  in  the  process  of  being  demolished  by  workers. 

The  article  continued:  "It  has  to  make  way  for  the  new  R175,00O 
chapel-classroom  complex  being  built  by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-Day  Saints  behind  their  present  chapel   in  Main  Road.  Mowbray." 

"Although  it  cannot  be  positively  ascertained  it  is  thought  that  the  old 
house  was  built  by  Sir  Herbert  Baker  in  about  1903,"  stated  the  paper. 

The  demolition  of  Mowbray's  "Cumorah"  marks  the  passing  of  a 
historic  era  for  the  Church  in  South  Africa.  Mowbray's  "Cumorah"  served 
as  the  headquarters  of  the  Church  in  Africa  for  over  55  years.  It  was  the 
home  of  eleven  mission  presidents  and  the  home-away-from-home  of  hun- 
dreds of  young  missionaries.  It  hosted  civic  and  Church  leaders.  Two 
Apostles,  Harold  B.  Lee  and  Hugh  B.  Brown,  as  well  as  a  modern  day 
Prophet,  President  David  O.  McKay,  passed  through  its  doors.  It  has 
witnessed  the  growth  of  the  Church  from  a  tiny  group  of  faithful  Saints 
to  its  present  strength. 

At  the  time  the  home  was  purchased  in  1916,  missionaries  of  the  Church 
had  been  visiting  the  shores  of  South  Africa  for  nearly  63  years.  The  lar- 
gest branch  at  the  time  was  located  in  Cape  Town,  but  inspite  of  a  relatively 
large  membership  and  the  organized  missionary  corps  there  was  not  any 
church-owned  property  in  the  whole  of  the  country. 

During  this  period  one  of  the  members,  Samuel  Martin,  decided  to 
sell  his  bakery  business  and  emigrate  to  America.  With  the  money  he  made 
from  the  sale  of  his  business  Brother  Martin  paid  his  tithing  and  left  for 
Utah. 

Brother  Martin's  tithing  amounted  to  approximately  £1,800.  The 
money,  under  the  direction  of  Nicholas  G.  Smith  the  Mission  President, 
was  used  to  purchase  the  home  of  the  brother  of  Cecil  John  Rhodes,  the 
founder  of  Rhodesia.  The  home  was  located  in  a  very  exclusive  area  on  the 
outskirts  of  Cape  Town  —  Mowbray. 

Mowbray's  "Cumorah"  has  given  way  to  the  tide  of  progress,  but  the 
beautiful  chapel  that  will  grace  the  corner  where  she  once  stood,  will 
stand  as  a  gleaming  testimony  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel  and  will 
witness  to  all  that  the  efforts  of  those  who  once  prayed  within  her  walls 
were  not  in  vain. 

As  one  of  the  missionaries  who  served  a  mission  in  the  days  of 
Mowbray's  Cumorah  expressed: 

"  'Cumorah',  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  South  African  Church  members 
will  soon  be  gone,  but  what  the  stately  Home  in  Mowbray  has  done  to 
further  the  work  of  the  Lord  here,  in  this  His  most  remote  vineyard,  will 
never  pass  away.  Wherever  a  group  of  returned  South  African  Missionaries 
of  Saints  gather,  you  can  bet  the  main  topic  of  conversation  will  be : 
"Cumorah"  .  .  . 
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THE  PRICE  OF  PROGRESS 


{Photo  by  Courtesy  of  Cape  Argus) 
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at    the    passing    of      cumorah 

Today  we  watch  with  saddened  eye 
The  passing  of  a  dear  respected  friend. 
These  words  are  written  as  a  'good-bye', 
As  demolishers  to  their  task  do  bend. 

"Cumorah'"  will  long  remembered  be 

As  'host''  to  Apostles  and  the  McKays 

'Home*  of  many   a  missionary 

And  Mission  Presidents  of  ne'er  forgotten  days 

My  heart  recalls  the  pleasant  hours 
Spent  as  guest,  and  pupil  too. 
Converts   many,   remember  vows 
Made  within  these  walls,  and  waters  cool. 

Fifty-five  years  of  well-given  service 
Rendered  unceasingly 
Deserves  our  sincerest  homage 
For  a  'friend,  home  and  missionary. 


II 
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Missionary 
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Sister  Coral  Cartwright 
from    Mowbray    Branch 
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Ezra   Taft  Benson 
Speaks  to 
S.A.    Youth 


WE  want  the  young  people  of  this  Church  to  look  up,  to  face  the 
world.  Forty  years  ago  while  serving  as  a  humble  missionary  under 
the  inspired  leadership  of  President  David  O.  McKay,  we  had  a  little  pam- 
phlet entitled,  "The  Latter-day  Saints  and  the  World."  This  Church  of 
which  we  are  a  part  is  a  world  organization.  Our  message  is  a  world  mes- 
sage. Our  programme  is  a  programme  for  the  youth  of  the  entire  world.  It 
fits  anywhere.  It  has  come  forth  under  the  inspiation  of  heaven,  and  it  is 
being  directed  under  that  same  inspiration. 

May  you  always  remember  that  the  whole  purpose  of  the  Church  is  to 
build  men  and  women  of  character,  men  and  women  of  strength,  men  and 
women  of  faith  —  Godlike  men  and  women.  Character  is  the  one  thing 
we  make  in  this  world  and  take  with  us  into  the  next. 

You  know  the  purpose  of  MIA  —  to  provide  a  means  by  which  the 
doctrines  of  the  gospel  can  be  more  effectively  taught  to  the  young  men 
and  women,  that  testimonies  of  the  truth  of  these  doctrines  and  the  divinity 
of  the  mission  of  Joseph  Smith  might  be  gained,  and  also  that  the  literary 
tastes  of  the  young  might  be  developed  and  their  social  acivities  brought 
under  better  management  and  control. 

What  does  MIA  mean?  It  means  Mutual  Improvement  Association. 
MIA  means  an  organization  of  young  men  and  an  organization  of  young 
women — two  organizations  working  co-operatively  together  for  mutual 
improvement  in  the  spirit  of  unity.  MIA  means  a  helping  organization — an 
auxiliary  to  the  priesthood  of  the  Church.  Its  purposes  are  to  develop  testi- 
monies of  the  gospel,  develop  talents,  provide  social  activities,  provide  re- 
creational activities,  develop  faithful  Latter-day  Saints. 

Yes,  MIA  provides  spiritual  growth  through  gospel  study,  spiritualized 
recreation  through  playing  and  praying  together,  cultural  enrichment 
through  social  activities.  MIA  is  for  everyone  twelve  years  of  age  and 
older. 

Again,  we  live  in  the  world,  but  we  must  not  become  a  part  of  the 
world  so  far  as  the  sins  and  evils  of  the  world  are  concerned.  Listen  to 
the  words  of  President  David  O.  McKay.  "Never  before  in  the  history  of 
the  Church  were  there  so  many  insidious  influences  at  work  among  our 
people  as  today.  Never  before  have  dangers  been  so  threatening  to  our 
youth.  There  are  more  threatening  influences  enticing  our  boys  and  girls 
from  paths  of  duty  than  there  were  years  ago." 

I  have  heard  our  beloved  leader  of  this  Church  say  time  and  time 
again,  "You  can't  help  it  if  you're  ugly  at  eighteen,  but  if  you're  not  beauti- 
ful at  eighty,  its  your  own  fault.'  And  before  us  today  we  have  an  example, 
at  ninety.  (President  and  Sister  McKay)  Nothing  could  be  lovelier,  more 
beautiful,  more  impressive.  "Character  is  a  victory,  not  a  gift." 

Confucius  said :  "To  know  what  is  right  and  not  do  it  is  the  worst  of 
cowardice."  Yes,  there  will    be  trials   and  disappointments   to   our  young 
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people,  but  I  am  convinced  that  any  person  who  has  real  faith  in  God  and 
a  testimony  of  his  work  can  endure  anything  and  still  keep  his  spirit  sweet. 
We  want  our  young  people  prepared  so  they  can  endure  anything.  What- 
ever comes  they  can  meet  it  without  being  concerned  a  lot  about  it,  with- 
out breaking  up,  without  being  frustrated,  knowing  that  they  and  God 
above,  calling  on  our  heritage  of  the  past,  will  carry  them  through. 

Today  we  have  an  opportunity  the  like  of  which  we  have  never  had  in 
the  Church.  All  over  the  world  the  Church  is  well  spoken  of.  Today  we  are 
known  for  what  we  are  and  not  for  what  our  enemies  have  said  about  us 
in  the  past.  What  an  opportunity  to  "arise  and  shine  forth"  as  the  Lord 
has  commanded.  Read  it  in  the  one  hundreth  and  fifteenth  section  of 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  and  the  eighty-third  section.  Now  is  the  time 
to  wield  our  influence  for  good  in  this  world  which  is  sick.  Now  is  the 
time  for  us  as  leaders  of  youth  to  prepare  these  young  men  and  women  for 
the  difficult  days  ahead. 

How  are  we  going  to  do  it?  First  of  all  we  must  look  to  ourselves.  We 
must  be  what  we  profess  to  be,  real  Latter-day  Saints  —  not  Jack-Mormons. 
We  must  maintain  every  standard  of  this  Church.  We  must  keep  the  com- 
mandants. We  must  set  our  own  lives  in  order.  We  must  set  our  homes  in 
order.  We  must  be  modest.  We  must  be  humble.  We  must  be  clean, 
morally  clean  —  clean  in  our  hearts  and  in  our  minds.  We  must  be  what 
we  want  our  followers  to  be.  We  cannot  be  effective,  if  while  we  teach 
them  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  we  are  serving  tea  and  coffee  and  cocktails 
in  our  homes. 

Let's  be  what  we  want  them  to  be.  They  need  fewer  critics  and  more 
models.  They  are  entitled  to  that  kind  of  leadership.  What  will  we  teach 
them?  May  t  say  in  conclusion  there  are  so  many  things  to  teach  them.  The 
whole  program  of  the  Church,  all  of  the  standards,  the  ideals,  the  traditions, 
the  heritage.  No  group  of  young  people  has  so  much  to  draw  upon  if  they 
only  have  the  leaders  that  will  draw  it  an  feed  it  to  them. 

President  McKay  said  the  other  day,  ''Never  has  the  enemy  of 
righteousness  been  more  thoroughly  organized  than  today."  The  world  is 
walking  in  darkness,  spiritual  darkness  at  noonday.  Let  us  keep  our  eyes 
on  the  Prophet.  Let  us  teach  these  young  people  to  keep  their  eyes  on  the 
Prophet  of  the  Lord,  to  pray  for  him,  to  be  loyal  to  him,  to  read  his  words, 
to  heed  his  counsel.  Let  us  have  them  believe  and  know  that  it  pays  to 
live  the  good  life.  Let  us  have  them  know  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the 
Redeemer  of  the  world,  our  Advocate  with  the  Father,  our  great  exemplar. 

Teach  them  to  love  purity  and  virtue  and  the  good  life.  Teach  them  to 
love  all  the  commandments,  and  that  they  are  given  to  them  for  their  good 
by  a  kind  Father  who  loves  them.  Teach  them  to  love  life,  to  love  the 
Church  and  its  programs,  and  to  get  in  the  full  swing  of  it. 

Teach  them  to  know  that  God  has  again  spoken  from  the  heavens, 
that  that  first  great  vision  is  the  greatest  event  that  has  transpired  in  this 
world  since  the  resurrection   of  the  Master. 

—EZRA  TAFT  BENSON 
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chance    to     prove     I     am     a     good  television    appearance    with    movie 

Mormon."  actor  Robert  Goulet. 

Dianna,   a   former   Pentagon   em-  She  will  also  be  "Miss  Emmy"  at 

ployee    in    the   office   of   Air   Force  the  television   awards   ceremony    in 

Secretary    Eugene    Zuckert,   has    al-  New    York    next    month    and    tour 

ready  appeared    on   American    tele-  service   camps    this   Christmas   with 

vision    with     popular    star    Johnny  Bob   Hope   —   probably   in   Europe 

Carson.    She    is   also    signed    for    a  and  Viet  Nam. 
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A  Prophet  at  92  —  David  O.  McKay 

Its  Glorious  to  be  alive 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  —  President  David  O.  McKay,  Prophet  and  inspired 
leader  for  the  Church's  2j  million  members  and  a  friend  to  the  world 
and  its  leaders,  celebrated  his  92nd  birthday  anniversary  on  September  8. 

Asked  for  his  formula  for  an  enjoyable  life,  President  McKay  re- 
sponded, "No  special  formula,  just  pleasant  associations  —  none  at  all 
that  irk  me  —  approaching  each  day  with  pleasant  anticipation  of  the  happy 
fulfillment  of  each  responsibility,"  he  adds,  "It's  glorious  to  be  alive." 

Sharing  President  McKay's  birthday  anniversary  wishes  was  his  wife 
Emma.  They  have  been  married  64  years. 

Most  of  his  life  President  McKay  has  lived  a  busy  schedule  in 
Church  affairs.  Until  recently  he  was  at  his  desk  at  seven  each  morning 
for  countless  decisions,  meetings  and  associations.  He  has  always  found 
time  for  friends  and  family  and  has  delighted  in  horse-back  riding  and 
winter  sleigh  rides  at  his  boyhood  home.  Somewhat  curtailed  in  his  activi- 
ties now,  the  92-year  old  Church  leader  still  busies  himself  with  important 
committee  meetings  and  weekly  meetings  with  other  Church  leaders. 

President  McKay  has  been  lauded  by  many  world  leaders  for  his  wisdom 
and  helpfulness.  His  Majesty  King  Paul  of  Greece  honoured  him  for  his 
action  on  behalf  of  earthquake  stricken  Greek  people  in  1954.  President 
Lyndon  B.  Johnson  has  kindled  close  friendship  with  the  Church  leader. 

President  Johnson  both  wired  and  telephoned  greetings  to  President 
McKay  on  the  occasion  of  the  Church  leader's  92nd  birthday. 

President  McKay  received  the  messages  at  his  summer  home  in 
Huntsville,  where  he  had  gone  for  a  family  birthday  dinner  as  the  guest 
of  his  four  sisters. 

President  Johnson  was  connected  by  phone  with  President  McKay  in 
the  late  afternoon  and  the  two  reminisced  for  several  minutes.  Earlier  the 
chief  executive  had  sent  the  following  telegram: 

"As  I  returned  to  my  White  House  office,  my  calendar  reminded  me 
of  the  birthday  of  a  long-time  cherished  friend.  Lady  Bird  joins  me  in  ex- 
pressing our  warmest  good  wishes  to  you  for  happiness  and  joy  which  you 
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have  earned  through  a  lifetime  of  service  and  achievement.  I  have  been 
trying  to  reach  you  by  telephone  but  in  case  I  fail  I  send  my  highest  re- 
gards.  Lyndon  B.   Johnson." 

President  McKay  also  received  in  commemoration  of  his  birthday  a 
large  book  containing  letters  from  all  the  missions  and  stakes  throughout 
the  world.  The  letters  cited  the  progress  of  the  Church  since  he  was  sus- 
tained in  1951.  A  letter  from  the  South  African  Mission  was  included  in  the 
presentation. 


The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
47    East    South    Temple    Street,    Salt    Lake    City,    Utah 

David  O.  McKay,  President  September  20,   1965 

Dear  President  and  Sister  Snow : 

I  have  just  received  the  Cumorah  Southern  Messenger 
for  August,  1965,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for 
the  birthday  greetings  contained  therein,  and  to  express  appre- 
ciation for  the  special  features  as  a  tribute  to  my  birthday. 

It  is  glorious  to  be  alive,  and  to  realize  at  Ninety-Two 
years  of  age  that  what  seemed  in  youth  to  be  a  long  journey 
is  very  short  indeed;  and  what  in  anticipation  I  thought  would 
be  lagging  in  productiveness  and  happy  associations  is  in 
reality  one  of  the  choicest,  most  rewarding  periods  of  life. 

On  September  eighth,  I  realized  more  than  ever  before 
that  it  is  Loved  Ones,  Loyal  Friends,  and  faith  in  a  Loving 
Father  and  one's  fellow  men  that  make  life  worth  living. 

Please  extend  my  blessings  and  greetings  to  your  asso- 
ciates, the  missionaries,  and  all  of  the  members  of  the  Church 
in  the  South  African  Mission.  Sister  McKay  and  I  often  re- 
minisce regarding  our  glorious  visit  to  South  Africa  in  1953. 

With  prayerful  wishes  for  your  continued  success,  I  re- 
main 

Sincerely  your, 

{President) 
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LD.S.   Conference  heard  world-wide 


SHORTWAVE  radio,  along  with 
more  than,  200  standard  radio 
and  television  facilities,  again 
beamed  "Mormon  Conference"  to 
international  audiences  in  October. 
Members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  (Mor- 
mons) convened  on  Temple  Square 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah,  U.S.A.  to 
attend  General  Conference,  an  event 
which  has  been  held  twice  annually 
since  the  organization  of  the  Church 
April  6,  1830. 

More  than  8,000  Church  members 
and  leaders  crowded  into  the  dome 
shaped  Tabernacle  to  hear  words  of 
counsel  and  inspiration  from  Church 
Authorities.  Music  of  the  famed 
Tabernacle  Choir  has  become  a 
tradition  at  these  occasions. 

The  1 35th  Semi-Annual  Confe- 
rence   commenced    October    1     and 


continued  through  October  3.  Spiri- 
tual leader  and  Prophet  of  some 
two  and  a  quarter  million  Church 
members  worldwide,  the  92  year 
old  President  David  O.  McKay, 
presided    over   all    sessions. 

Since  only  a  limited  number  of 
Church  members  can  be  crowded 
into  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle,  tele- 
vision and  public  address  systems 
carry  the  proceedings  to  thousands 
more  in  the  nearby  Assembly  Hall 
and  the  spacious  lawns  of  Temple 
Square,  a  10  acre  block  in  down- 
town Salt  Lake  City. 

Apart  from  regular  scheduled 
radio  and  television  facilities.  Con- 
ference was  beamed  to  109  coun- 
tries on  October  2  and  3  over  faci- 
lities of  International  radio  station 
WRUL-Radio  New  York  World- 
wide. 


Mormon  women  win  honours 


ri^WO  Mormon  women  who  have 
-*-  just  won  national  titles  in 
America  —  "Mrs.  America"  and 
"Miss  USA"  —  hope  their  new 
prominence  will  help  their  church. 

Mrs.  Don  Buehner,  the  Salt 
Laker,  who  won  the  "Mrs.  America" 
crown,  a  title  worth  $20,000,  said 
she'll  use  every  opportunity  to 
stress  high  ideals  in  the  speeches 
she  makes. 

Miss  Dianna  Batts  of  Falls 
Church,  Virginia,  who  was  crowned 
"Miss  USA"  a  week  earlier  at 
Asbury  Park,  New  Jersey,  said  that 
she  hopes  "to  do  what  I  can  to 
prove  that  I  can  be  a  missionary 
in  my  own  way  for  my  church." 

For  her.  the  competition  is  not 
yet  over.  The  pretty  Virginian  will 
fly  to  London  this  fall  (spring  in 
South  Africa)  to  compete  for  the 
Miss  World  title. 

Mrs.  Buehner,  wife  of  the  first 
counselor  in  a  Bishopric  in  Salt 
Lake  City  and  herself  the  second 
counselor  in  her  ward's  Relief 
Society,  faces  no  more  competition. 


But  she  will  do  a  lot  of  travelling 
in  the  next  eight  months.  Trips  are 
already  scheduled  to  Europe,  Cura- 
cao, around  the  United  States,  and 
possibly  South  America. 

Mrs.  America  views  the  separa- 
tions from  her  six  children  with 
concern,  but  sees  an  opportunity 
to  be  a  "good  will  ambassador"  for 
the  Church. 

"I  understand  that  I'll  be  speak- 
ing many  times  during  the  coming 
months,  and  many  of  the  people 
who  hear  me  may  never  have  heard 
of  the  Church,"  she  said.  "I  hope 
and  pray  that  I  can  be  a  good 
representative." 

Miss  USA  shares  Mrs.  America's 
feelings. 

She  views  her  trip  to  London  as 
a  personal  mission.  If  she  wins  the 
Miss  World  crown,  she  would  con- 
sider it  an  opportunity  to  repre- 
sent the  Mormon  Church  in  every 
part  of  the  globe. 

"I  love  my  church,"  she  said, 
"and  now  I  have  a  very  great 
{Continued  on  page  261) 
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IN  THE  NEWS 

The  Star'  Cites  David  0.  McKay  and 
East  Rand  Opening 

THE  Star,  a  Johannesburg  newspaper  recently  featured  President  David 
O.  McKay  and  the  re-opening  of  the  East  Rand  Chapel  in  two  articles. 

Noting  President  McKay's  birthday  with  a  recent  photograph,  THE 
STAR  stated: 

"Dr.  David  O,  McKay,  president  and  Prophet  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  who  has  just  turned  92.  A  letter  of  congratu- 
lations was  sent  from  the  Church  in  South  Africa  to  the  president  at  his 
home  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  in  the  United  States,  President  McKay  visited 
South  African  Mormons  in  1954.  He  is  still  active  as  leader  of  his  Church, 
and  is  a  close  friend  of  President  Johnson.  He  holds  honorary  degrees  from 
four  universities.  Asked  what  it  felt  like  to  be  92,  Dr.  McKay  said:  'It's 
glorious  to  be  alive.'  The  photograph  was  taken  on  his  birthday." 

"Mormon  Church  Rebuilt"  appeared  as  the  headline  on  the  article 
which  focused  attention  on  the  re-opening  of  the  East  Rand  Chapel.  The 
paper  read  as  follows: 

"The  Mormon  Church  in  Benoni,  which  was  burnt  down  in  April  only 
nine  months  after  it  was  opened,  has  been  rebuilt  and  is  to  be  reopened 
on  October  17  by  Mr.  J.  Golden  Snow,  mission  president  for  South  Africa. 

"The  rebuilding  has  cost  about  R45,000.  The  church  is  a  fine  example 
of  modern  church  achitecture  and  the  members,  who  are  tithed,  saved  for 
10  years  to  build  it.  Most  of  the  furnishings  which  were  destroyed  in  the 
fire,  were  imported  from  the  United  States." 

Overseas  Press  Features  S.A. 

The    following  are    reprinted  from  THE  CHURCH   NEWS  published   in 
Salt   Lake  City,  Utah,  and  distributed  throughout  the  world. 

KLERKSDORP:  American  Chapel  Different 

SOMETHING  interesting  and  different  is  found  in  the  newly  completed 
Klerksdorp  chapel  in  South  Africa  which  portrays  Mormonism  to  the 
passer-by  in  a  truly  Mormon  manner.  Pres.  Derek  Benington,  Ramah 
Branch  President  and  architect  for  the  chapel,  stated  that  he  had  tried  to 
capture  some  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  atmosphere  and  incorporated  it  in 
the  chapel  design.  The  white  stone  "frieze"  which  crowns  the  building  is 
cut  to  resemble  the  stone  work  of  Book  of  Mormon  days.  President 
Benington  said  that  in  designing  the  building  he  studied  recent  pictures 
of  the  ruins  of  South  America  which  are  attributed  to  the  Nephite  and 
Lamanite  peoples  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.     (CN  Sept.  11,  1965). 

JOHANNESBURG:  Art  Exhibit  Praised 

An  art  exhibition  by  Neville  Winston  Cramer,  talented  member  of 
the  Ramah  First  Branch  who  recently  served  as  a  missionary  in  South 
Africa,  was  featured  for  a  week  in  mid-July  at  the  United  States  Informa- 
tion Service  in  Johannesburg.  The  exhibit,  well  publicized  by  local  news- 
papers, included  12  paintings,  most  of  which  were  "African  studies."  A 
large  portrait  of  Joseph  Smith  bearing  the  title:  "Joseph  Smith,  the  Mor- 
mon Prophet,"  was  also  on  display.  In  addition  to  being  a  self-taught  artist 
and  missionary.  Elder  Cramer  is  a  basketball  player  and  student 

(CN  Aug.  7.  1965) 
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MISSION   NEWS 

Fifty-one    Missionaries    Meet 

FIFTY  one  missionaries  from  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State 
convened  recently  at  Ramah  Chapel  in  Johannesburg  to  hold  their 
semi-annual  missionary  convention. 

The  convention  was  held  in  conjunction  with  Transvaal  District  Con- 
ference which  was  held  September  25  and  26.  Members  in  the  Johannes- 
burg area  hosted  the  missionaries  at  their  homes.  Elder  Dwight  M.  Barrus. 
Transvaal  Zone  Leader  and  Chairman  of  missionary  accommodation  during 
the  convention,  commented  that  some  of  the  families  were  accommodating 
as  many  as  four  missionaries  at  a  time.  He  expressed  appreciation  on  behalf 
of  the  missionaries  for  the  hospitality  shown  them  during  the  period  of 
the  convention. 

Consisting  of  two  sessions  and  a  testimony  meeting  which  was  held 
at  the  mission  home,  the  convention  was  presided  over  by  Mission  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  J.  Golden  Snow.  In  attendance  were  Assistants  to  the 
Mission  President,  Elder  Roger  E.  Moore  and  Elder  Rocco  C.  de  Villiers: 
Transvaal  Zone  Leader,  Elder  Barrus;  Mission  Secretary,  Elder  R.  Gordon 
Randall;  CSM  Associate  Editor,  Elder  Douglas  P.  Ridge;  as  well  as  district 
leaders  from  the  Pretoria,  Cumorah,  East  Rand.  West  Rand,  and  Tri- 
Cities  missionary  districts. 

President  Snow  stated  that  the  purpose  of  missionary  conventions  are 
two-fold.  "First,"  he  said,  "is  to  strengthen  our  testimonies  and  increase 
our  spirituality.  Second,  is  to  find  ways  and  means  of  better  reaching  the 
people  and  give  them  a  testimony  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

He  went  on  to  say:  "Methods  of  fifty  years  ago  are  not  the  methods 
of  today.  The  Gospel  is  the  same,  but  we  are  living  in  the  times  of  pro- 
gress. At  missionary  conventions  missionaries  catch  the  Spirit  and  use  it 
to  interpret  and  translate  the  gospel  message  into  positive  thinking  and 
action." 

Missionary  conventions  have  been,  held  in  other  areas  of  the  mission 
this  year.  Recently  the  Rhodesian  and  Zambian  missionaries  met  at  Salis- 
bury. Conventions  are  planned  for  the  Cape  and  Natal. 


Vereeniging    Steals    S/io 


w 


ROADSHOWS"      have      always  The    three   winning   superior   rat- 
been    a    special    time    for  the  ings    were    the    Vereeniging    Branch 
MIA.  MIA,     the     Ramah     First     Branch 

Ymine      I  after  dav      Saints      are  MIA    and    the    Krugersd°rP  Branch 

<u    n  Tg     7t ,*l      V         ♦      •*         f  MIA-  Vereeniging  "stole  the  show" 

hnlled     with     the    opportunity    of  wi  h   {heir       |semation   of  ..Delim. 

troupping    it     for  a    night.    Road-  na„    whkh  ^          ^          and 

show  time  on  the  Transvaal  is  also  duced     fe       Va]erie     Sn               ^er. 

a    special    time,   as    eight    branches  eeni  ;     >sy    presentation    won    them 

from  the  Transvaal  District  recently  {he  rjoaBtingptrophy. 

Prove  *  Brother   Ken    Armstrong,    Trans- 

The    Ramah     Stage     came     alive  vaal    District    MIA    Superintendent, 

with    young    performers    acting  out  expressed  the  feelings  of  the  judges 

their   branch's   Roadshow   presenta-  when      he     said:      "We     are     very 

tion,   on   18  September.  The   shows  pleased  and  impressed  with  the  im- 

were      judged      by     District      MIA  provement   over    previous   years.    A 

Leaders      and     three     were     given  very      high      standard      has      been 

Superior    ratings,    and    one    of   the  reached,  and  we  fee]  this  is  greater 

three  won  the  floating  trophy.  than   ever  before." 
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TRANSVAAL  CONFERENCE  ANSWERS 
IMPORTANT  QUESTION 


IS  it  true?" 
Over  800  Latter-day  Saints, 
some  from  distant  parts  of  the 
Transvaal  and  Free  State,  heard 
this  question,  answered  at  Transvaal 
District  Conference  September  24-26. 

Transvaal  District  President  C. 
Kenneth  Powrie  set  the  tone  of  the 
general  sessions  Sunday  morning 
and  afternoon.  Speaking  in  the 
morning  session  he  pointed  out 
that  there  comes  a  time  in  the  life 
of  every  young  person  when  they 
must  seriously  think  for  themselves 
about  religion.  At  this  time  of  life, 
young  people  often  ask,  "Is  it  true?" 
President  Powrie  and  the  other 
speakers  pointed  out  that  it  is  the 
important  function  of  the  MIA  and 
the  Sunday  School  to  help  young 
people  answer  that  question. 

A  Gold  and  Green  Ball  spon- 
sored by  the  MIA  began  the  Con- 
ference. The  MIA  felt  the  long 
hours  of  preparation  were  well 
rewarded  by  the  good  attendance 
at  Friday  night  ball. 

The  Conference  continued  Satur- 
day with  leadership  meetings  and 
an  evening  film  show.  The  films 
dealt  with  principles  of  working  in 
the  Sunday  School  and  the  impor- 
tance of  temple  marriage. 

One  of  the  speakers  at  the 
genealogical     session     at     9.00     on 


Sunday  said  that  he  had  never  seen 
such  a  large  attendance  at  a 
genealogical  meeting.  The  speakers 
emphasized  particularly  the  impor- 
tance  of  genealogical  research. 

Sunday  evening  the  final  acti- 
vity of  the  conference  was  a  film 
show.  The  film  entitled  "The  Prior 
Claim"  helped  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion. "Is  it  true?"  by  comparing 
the  works  of  man  with  the  works 
of  nature. 

South  African  Mission  President 
J.  Golden  Snow,  who  presided  at 
all  sessions,  pointed  out  in  his 
address  that  "We  as  members  have 
the  pearl  of  great  price  which  is 
worth  more  than  all  our  earthly 
possessions."  President  Snow  went 
on  to  admonish  the  members  to 
share  this  pearl  with  their  friends 
and  neighbours.  He  said:  "I  want 
every  member  to  go  home  from  this 
conference  and  follow  the  "Every 
Member  a  Missionary  programme 
and  make  their  lives  in  full  har- 
mony with  the  Church." 

Reading  from  the  Scriptures. 
President  Snow  pointed  out,  "And 
if  your  eye  be  single  to  my  glory 
your  whole  bodies  shall  be  filled 
with  light."  Developing  this  theme 
President  Snow  admonished  the 
saints  to  acquire  this  light  in  order 
that  they  might  share  it  with  others 


RELIEF  SOCIETY  NEWS 

Magazine    Features    Presidency 

rpHE  Relief  Society  Magazine,  the  official  organ  of  the  Church's  world- 
■*■  wide  Relief  Society  organization,  recently  featured  a  3"  by  5"  photo- 
graph of  the  South  African  Mission  Relief  Society  presidency.  An  article 
accompanied  the  picture. 

The  headline  of  the  article  read:  South  African  Mission,  First  Local 
Relief  Society  Presidency  Sustained.  The  story  dealt  with  re-organization 
of  the  Mission  Relief  Society  which  took  place  last  Spring. 

Shown  in  the  picture  were  Dorothy  Dell,  Secretary-Treasurer;  Muriel 
Taute,  Counselor;  Eunice  L.  Snow,  Supervisor;  Rose  Calteaux,  Counselor: 
Anna  M.  de  Wet,  President;  and  Valerie  Snyman,  music  director. 

"The  South  African  Mission  Relief  Society  made  history  recently.  A 
local  member  was  sustained  as  the  president  of  the  mission  organization," 
the  article  stated.  "History  was  made  in  that  this  is  the  first  time  since 
missionaries  landed  in  1853  that  the  leadership  of  the  mission  Relief  Society 
has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  local  membership,"  continued  the  article. 
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S.A.  MISSION 


HIGHLIGHTS 

Cumorah's    Message   of   You 

Elder  Douglas  P.  Ridge,  Section  Editor 


XXXX>00<XX>0O<>0<X>00O<>0<X>00<X>0O0OOO00O^ 


EAST  RAND 

Welcomes    Converts 

Reported  by  Lucy  Carr 

^Y^71TH  joy  in  their  hearts,  the  members  of  the  East  Rand  Branch  wel- 
*  ™  corned  to  their  midst  Brother  and  Sister  Viljoen,  who  were  baptized 
on  the  31st  of  July.  On  the  1st  of  August,  Brother  and  Sister  Viljoen  were 
confirmed  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and 
two  of  their  children,  Brian  and  Deborah  were  blessed.  A  special  social 
was  held  on  the  11th  of  August  at  the  chapel.  It  was  special  in  the  respect 
that  it  was  held  primarily  to  pay  tribute  to  the  former  Branch  President. 
A.  Adendorff,  who  is  now  serving  on  the  District  Council.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  Brother  Adendorff  was  presented  with  a  tie  pin  and  cuff 
links  in  appreciation  of  all  his  hard  work.  Sister  Adendorff  was  honoured 
with  an  oral,  as  well  as  floral,  bouquet. 

East  Rand  are  making  good  use  of  their  younger  members,  and  at 
Sacrament  Service  on  the  8th  of  August,  young  Sister  Joanne  Bester  was 
the  first  speaker.  Sister  Bester  spoke  on  modesty  and  cleanliness. 

When  he  addressed  the  members  on  the  8th  of  August,  President  D. 
Hulbert  of  the  Springs  Branch  detuned  the  chapel  piano.  He  compared  this 
to  members  who  get  out  of  tune  and  stressed  the  importance  of  the  effect 
that  they  have  on  other  members.  He  also  stressed  the  difficulty  that  the 
Branch  President  has  in  getting  them  in  tune  again. 

AT  RAMAH  II 

New    Flowers,    Converts,    Babies 

Reported    by   Derek    Benington 


"VVflTHlN  a  short  while  Ramah 
*  *  will  have  achieved  a  "face- 
lift." Ramah  Second  Branch's  own 
Sister  Muriel  Taute,  a  trained 
bontanist,  has  undertaken  super- 
vision of  Raman's  garden.  She  has 
personally  planted  dozens  of  rose 
trees  which  will  provide  a  worth- 
while display. 

Sister  Kitty  Veale,  genealogy 
class  teacher,  and  Brother  Jeff 
Swarts.  priesthood  advisor,  are 
helping  the  members  to  learn  the 
fundamentals  of  genealogy.  They 
are  anxious  to  help  the  members 
meet  the  dead-line  set  by  the   Dis- 


trict Presidency  for  finishing  family 
group  sheets. 

Brother  Leonard  Thomas,  the 
branch's  newest  convert,  has  al- 
ready been  roped  in.  and  he  and 
his  fiancee,  Sister  Eileen  Reynolds, 
are  now  serving  as  MIA  Dance 
Directors.  The  executives  of  the 
MIA  are  busy  planning  the  first 
issue  of  a  new  monthly  newsletter. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  the  en- 
signs were  hosts  to  the  ensigns  of 
the  whole  district  at  a  special 
dance.  Members  voted  the  evening 
a  great  success,  with  a  first-class 
band   and  delicious  food. 
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A  baby  son  was  born  to  Sister 
Erna  and  Brother  John  Steedman, 
leaders  of  the  branch's  MIA.  The 
Chater's  cared  for  one-year  old 
Amanda  during  Sister  Steedman's 
stay  in  the  nursing  home.  Brother 
Gerry  Meyer,  the  architect,  and  his 
wife,  Mervyl,  who  is  the  Primary 
Mother,  and  their  four  children  are 
back  again  after  their  trip  to  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  The  highlight  of 
their  trip  was,  of  course,  their  visit 
to  the  London  Temple  where  they 
were  sealed  for  time  and  eternity. 
While  they  raved  about  "the  beauti- 


ful English  countryside  and  the 
wonderful  English  cattle,"  they 
agree  that  home  is  by  far  the  best. 

Twenty-two  sisters  of  the  Relief 
Society  including  Sister  Eunice 
Snow  and  Sister  Taute  of  the  Mis- 
sion, attended  a  cinema  in  the  city 
together  on  the   31st  of  August. 

Brother  George  Wilson  has  now 
taken  over  as  Priesthood  Group 
Leader.  The  position  of  First- 
Counsellor  in  the  Sunday  School, 
which  he  has  just  vacated,  has  been 
filled  by  Brother  Bill  Shaefer. 


KLERKSDORP 

Furnishes    Kitchen 

Reported  by  M.  E.  Schultz 

/^N  the  evening  of  August  6th,  the  Relief  Society  sisters  held  a  kitchen 
^^  tea  for  the  chapel  to  collect  the  small  items  needed  for  the  kitchen. 
A  list  was  drawn  up  of  things  needed,  and  three  or  four  articles  were  put 
on  slips  op  paper.  Each  member  drew  a  slip  of  paper  and  then  brought  the 
articles  listed  on  it  and  some  food  for  refreshments.  The  evening  started 
off  with  a  Braaivleis,  and  then  the  small  children  put  on  three  nursery 
rhyme  plays. 

Most  of  the  branch  attended  the  opening  of  the  Vereeniging  chapel. 
The  opening  service  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  went,  and  the  members  felt 
that  the  chapel  was  lovely  and  were  charmed  by  it. 

The  five  sisters  and  one  brother  who  were  able  to  attend  the  social 
science  meeting  at  Ramah  on  August  26th  felt  it  was  really  worth  the 
long  ride  to  listen  to  the  lesson  given  by  Sister  Wrench. 


PRETORIA 


Saints    Honour    Primary 

Reported    by    Ron    Richards 


rp^HE  Deseret  saints  turned  up  in 
-■-  their  numbers  to  the  Deseret 
Primary  evening.  Sister  Eileen  van 
Staden  and  her  workers  were  in 
charge  of  the  programme  which  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  Sister  Nellas  van 
Vuuren  was  well  enough  to  attend, 
and  the  Primary  children  all  en- 
joyed her  presence. 

The  chapels  floral  decorations 
are  an  illustration  of  the  statement, 
"the  desert  shall  blossom  as  a  rose." 
as  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  Sister 
Ruth  Uytenbogaardt  and  Sister 
Eileen  van  Staden. 

Once  again  the  Primary  children 


had  a  birthday  party  after  Primary. 
It  was  given  by  Sister  Joey  du 
Preez  for  her  two  sons  Matthys  and 
Herkie.  Primary  has  now  lost  one 
of  its  old  members,  Matthys  du 
Preez,  who  has  now  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  YMMIA.  Matthys  was 
told,  "Matthys  you  are  the  only 
pilot  of  your  ship  so  steer  it  well 
and  it  shall  weather  the  storm  of 
this  life." 

Sister  Anna  E.  Erasmus,  who 
lives  near  Standerton  and  cannot 
always  attend  services,  has  expressed 
a  desire  to  be  remembered  by  the 
Saints. 
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SPRINGS 


Receives    New    Elders 


Reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 
rilHE  Springs  Branch  has  two  new  Elders  doing  missionary  work  in  the 
-■-  community  and  participating  in  branch  activities.  Elder  Joseph  A. 
Parent  and  Elder  Dan  E.  Stokes  are  now  working  in  the  Springs  and  Nigel 
area.  Through  the  "Share  the  Gospel  Programme",  the  branch  is  trying  to 
help  keep  these  missionaries  busy. 

The  Sunday  School  adult  class  social  was  held  on  the  28th  of  August 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Lionel  Mew.  The  class  agreed  that  this 
monthly  event  is  an  important  part  in  their  lives. 

Eighty-year  old  Brother  Johannes  Jacobus  (Oom  Koot),  whose  health 
had  been  poor  for  some  time,  passed  away  peacefully  on  the  17th  of  August 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Spring  cemetery  on  the  20th  by  President 
Hulbert.  Brother  Ray  Phillips  dedicated   the  grave. 

Brother  and  Sister  Otto  Kraus  are  moving  to  Bloemfontein  where 
Brother  Kraus  will  be  an  accountant  for  a  financial  firm.  Sister  Kraus 
will  be  librarian  in  the  provincial  library. 


MOWBRAY 


Sisters    Receive    Honours 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 


rriHE  Relief  Society  held  its 
■*-  annual  dinner  for  the  visiting 
teachers  on  Monday,  August  2nd. 
The  function  was  held  at  the 
"Normandie  Restaurant"  at  Ronde- 
bosch.  Sister  Veronica  Dallender 
welcomed  the  guests  in  a  pleasant 
candle-lit  room.  Branch  President 
Alvin  Park  was  the  only  male  guest, 
and  he  commended  the  Sisters  on 
their  one-hundred  percent  record. 
Before  the  meal,  Sister  Nelly 
Geldenhuys  sang  a  solo,  "My  Testi- 
mony," which  those  present  found 
very  inspirational.  After  the  meal. 
President  Park  presented  Relief 
Society  pins  to  the  sisters  who  had 
achieved  full  marks  for  their  visit- 
ing during  the  past  year.  Three  pins 
were  received  for  Sisters  who  were 
not  able  to  be  present:  Sister  Agnes 
Hubert,  who  is  at  present  in 
Canada;  Sister  Mildred  Burke,  who 
is  holidaying  in  Europe;  and  Sister 
Alice  Wareing.  who  has  made  a 
home  in  Canada.  This  occasion  was 
the  last  function  at  which  Sister 
Dallender  officiated  as  Relief 
Society  President.  She  has  been 
succeeded  by  Sister  Gloria  Fourie. 
The  death  of  Sister  Louw,  an  old 
and  loyal  member  of  the  Branch, 
grieved  the  whole  branch.  The 
branch   extended   their  sympathy  to 


her  daughter.  Sister  Phillipa 
Harrison,  and  to  the  rest  of  the 
family. 

Mowbray  welcomed  home 
Brother  Gilbert  Osborn  with  Sister 
Joan  and  their  three  children.  They 
have  returned  to  Cape  Town  after 
a  couple  of  years'  residence  in 
Worcester. 

The  Building  Committee  put 
some  of  their  ideas  into  operation 
for  the  amusement  and  entertain- 
ment of  the  branch,  as  well  as  for 
raising  funds  for  bricks,  mortar 
and  some  of  the  other  things  that 
go  into  building  new  chapels.  On 
August  6th,  a  progressive  dinner 
party  was  held.  The  diners  had  a 
chance  to  digest  each  course  be- 
fore the  next  one  was  served  at 
some  other  point  in  the  suburbs. 
Everybody  voted  this  a  happy  even- 
ing —  especially  the  dancers  who 
tripped  it  merrily  at  "Cumorah" 
after  the  sweets  had  been  served 
and  consumed.  The  Building  Com- 
mittee sponsored  a  film-show  on 
August  27th.  The  film  was  "Chase 
a  Crooked   Shadow." 

The  branch  extended  its  deepest 
sympathy  to  Sister  Edith  Wiid  on 
the  death  of  her  sister.  Sister  Clara 
McAdam  died  on  the  9th  of  August 
and    was    buried    on   the    11th.    Al- 
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though  she  had  been  an  invalid  for  tackle  jobs  of  work  and  compas- 
the  past  couple  of  years,  Sister  sionate  service. 
McAdam  is  affectionately  remem- 
bered by  many  of  the  members  of  During  August,  two  of  the  young 
the  branch  for  her  quiet  efficiency  sisters  of  the  branch,  Odessa  Gel- 
and  ready  way  in  which  she  was  denhuys  and  June  Steen-Nielssen, 
always  prepared  to  play  an  active  left  for  overseas.  The  branch  sent 
part  when  helpers  were  required  to  their   very  best  wishes   with  them. 

PORT  ELIZABETH 


Sisters    Bake    for    Profit 

Reported  by  Audrey  O'Ehiey 
T3ELIEF  Society  sisters  have  once  again  been  busy  as  bees  during  the 
-^-*past  month  in  a  fund-raising  effort.  They  decided  to  hold  a  cake  sale 
and  called  on  their  members  for  contributions.  The  response  was  great, 
and  they  raised  a  sum  of  R21.50.  The  Relief  Society  sisters  thanked  all 
those  who  had  contributed. 

The  Relief  Society  sponsored  a  film  show  held  at  the  home  of  President 
Charsley.  The  film  was  provided  by  one  of  the  investigators  who  obtained 
it  from  his  employer  After  the  film  show,  the  sisters  sold  refreshments  and 
made  R6.50. 

Volley-ball  is  the  highlight  of  branch  activities  at  present,  and  the 
members  are  concentrating  on  their  practices.  A  new  volley  ball,  purchased 
this  month,  has  increased  both  the  enthusiasm  and  number  of  members 
participating. 

Members  of  the  branch  were  pleased  to  see  Brother  and  Sister  Wibblin 
who  have  moved  from  Pretoria  to  Uitenhage. 

EAST  LONDON 

Welcomes    Converts 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 

rpHE    East    London    saints    have  in  a  word  of  praise  for  the  two  very 

■*■    expressed  delight  in  welcoming  fine  missionaries  who  are  labouring 

the  Harington  family  into  the  fold.  in    East    London,    Elders    Rushton 

Brother  and  Sister  Fredrick  Haring-  and  Thomas. 

ton  and  their  children,  Susan.  Mari-  At   a  fireside  held   in   the  chapel 

lyn  and  Candace  were  baptised  on  lounge     on     22    August,     members 

Sunday  22  August.  This  family  has  viewed     slides      of     the     Mormon 

already  participated  in  many  branch  Pavilion  at  the  New  York  World's 

activities.      Many      members     have  Fair.  Many  simply  could  not  with- 

said    they    were    amazed   when   ten-  old  their  pride  at  the  sight  of  the 

year-old     Marilyn,     as     cool    as     a  many     wonderful     exhibits,     which 

cucumber,    delivered    a    2|    minute  they  felt  could  only  strengthen  the 

talk   at   Sunday   School   the  follow-  testimonies  of  the  Latter-day  Saints 

ing  week.  and   cause    non-members    to    sit   up 

Many  branch  members  have   put  and  take  notice. 

AT   PIETERMARITZBURG 


P1 


Carnival,    Dress-up    Dance 

Reported  by  Constance  de  Bruin 
•  IETERMARJTZBURG  saints  welcomed  Brother  and  Sister  Joyce  into 
their  midst   in   August.   It    is   everyone's  prayer  that  they  will   enjoy 
every  minute  of  their  lives  in  the  church.  August  was  a  very  busy  and 
entertaining  month  in  old  "Sleepy  Hollow." 

A  braai  and  carnival  evening  was  held  by  the  branch  in  aid  of  build- 
ing funds.  With  "Annie's  Shooting  Gallery,"  "Hoopla."  "Fishing."  darts, 
a  haunted  cave  and  other  amusements,  a  wonderful  time  was  had  by  all. 
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A  fancy  dress  dance  was  held  by  MIA  during  the  month  of  August. 
"The  Absent-minded  Professor,"  pirates,  tramps,  over-grown  babies, 
Noddys  and  nurses  were  some  of  the  costumes  and  judges  had  to  choose 
from. 

The  branch  congratulated  the  following  brother  and  sisters  on  their 
appointments  and  advancements:  Sister  H.  Rhodes,  sustained  as  Branch 
Librarian;  Sister  M.  Hancock,  sustained  as  Improvement  Era  Director; 
and  Brother  D.  Hancock,  advanced  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  and  sus- 
tained as  Second  Assistant  in  the  Sunday  School  Superintendency. 

Branch  Conference  closed  off  the  month.  The  theme  was  taken  from 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  107:99-100. 

DURBAN 

Primary    Children    Sing 

Reported  by  Beryl  Soane 

|N      August      15,      the      Durban  Society, 

saints  listened  to  their  children  sister  Nieisen>  tne  Relief  Society 

put    on    their  own    special    Primary  presjdent,    expressed    great   satisfac- 

programme.   Parents  felt   that  there  tion  at  the  numbers  of  subscriptions 

was    every    justification    for    pride  from   Durban  to  the  Relief  Society 

because     the     young     people     con-  Magazine    There   are   41    registered 

ducted    themselves    with   confidence  members  and  46  subscriptions, 
and    sincerity.    Those    present    said 

they   were   touched    by  the    singing  .    The  Vince  Doller  s  reported  hav- 

of    the    children     The    theme    was,  ir>g  an<  unpleasant  experience  when 

"Lift    up    your    Voice    and    Sing."  their    car    burst    into    flames    when 

Graduates  from  Primary  were  Beryl  tney  tned  to  start   it  one   morning. 

Wiblin     Cheryl    Vice   and    Kenneth  However,     they     are     pleased    with 

Pandall  their  new  car,  and  say  that  the  loss 

'  Rehearsals  under  way  for  "House  will  not  affect  their  planned  visit  to 

Talk,"   the   MIA   parent  and   youth  the  TemP>e  next  year, 

programme.  Sister  Barbara   Simons,  Harlan  Doller,  who  has   been    in 

from  New  Zealand,  gave  a  talk  on  Pretoria    for    nearly    four    months, 

her   home  country   during  an  MIA  was  welcomed   back   to   Durban,  by 

evening,    and    also    for    the    Relief  the  saints. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

Hosts    District    Conference 

Reported  L.  van  der  Leek 
T>  REPARATIONS  for  District  Conference  occupied  Bloemfontein 
-*-  Branch  for  most  of  the  month  of  August.  Of  course  the  high-light  of 
the  month  was  the  conference  held  on  August  21st  and  22nd.  Not  only 
Bloemfontein  members  attended,  but  also  visitors  from  Welkom,  Kim- 
berley,  and  even  from  Pretoria  and  Johannesburg.  The  branch  felt  it  was 
a  privilege  to  have  the  Mission  President  in  attendance.  On  Saturday 
evening  a  meeting  was  held  for  teachers  and  officers  of  the  MIA  and  Sun- 
day School.  The  Relief  Society  served  soup  after  the  meeting.  To  end 
the  evening  a  film  show  was  held  which  all  felt  was  interesting.  On  Sunday 
the  topic  under  discussion  was  genealogy  and  the  auxiliaries.  Everyone  said 
they  not  only  enjoyed  the  talks,  but  also  gained  greater  knowledge  of  the 
topics. 

The  priesthood  holders  of  the  branch  repainted  the  whole  of  the 
chapel  and  installed  carpets  and  heaters. 

On  Friday  August  the  27th,  the  branch  was  entertained  by  a  musical 
play  called  "Polly  and  the  Italian"  which  was  written  by  Sister  Fripp.  All 
who  attended  felt  they  could  say  that  it  was  a  real  success. 
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KIMBERLEY 


Learns    to    Share    Gospel 

Reported    by     Martha    Humphrey  Dalgleish 


ON  Friday  the  6th  of  August, 
the  Kimberley  branch  met 
Elder  Roger  Moore  and  Elder 
Rocco  de  Villiers  who  came  with 
the  "Share  the  Gospel"  campaign 
message  for  all  the  saints.  Elder 
de  Villiers  gave  a  few  illustrations 
on  going  straight  ahead  into  the 
"Share  the  Gospel  Programme". 
Elder  Roger  Moore  presented  the 
importance  of  this  wonderful  gos- 
pel. He  told  the  saints  how  to  go 
about  meeting  their  neighbours  and 
through  friendliness  to  introduce 
others  to  the  gospel.  He  explained 
how  the  saints  could  leave  the  book. 
The  Mormon  Story,  where  their 
friends  could  pick  it  up  when  they 


came  to  visit.  With  very  bright  pros- 
pects of  a  chapel  in  view,  the  Kim- 
berley saints  all  desire  to  be  mem- 
ber missionaries.  The  saints  ex- 
pressed their  gratitude  to  President 
Harry  and  Sister  Mona  Spear  for 
the  use  of  their  home  for  this  fire- 
side. 

Saturday  the  21st  of  August, 
seventeen  Kimberley  brothers  and 
sisters  attended  District  Conference 
held  in    Bloemfontein. 

The  Kimberley  Relief  Society, 
under  the  leadership  of  Sister 
Mona  Spear  happily  reported  that 
they  have  finished  and  sold  their 
first  quilt. 


RAMAH   I 


Chap< 


>el    Hosts    Wedding 

Reported  by  Olive  H.  Dewsnup 
A  N  outstanding  event  of  the  Month  of  August  was  the  marriage  of 
-"■  Petronella  Rouncivell  to  Richard  Arthur  Bradley.  The  bride  looked 
charming  in  a  suit  of  pink  novelty  jersey  with  toning  blouse  and  navy 
accessories.  She  was  given  away  by  Brother  Cecil  Veale,  and  her  matron 
of  honour  was  Sister  Kitty  Veale.  The  Chapel  was  tastefully  decorated 
with  Spring  flowers  and  a  novel  feature  was  the  wishbones  and  purple 
heather  sprays  attached  to  each  pew.  The  bride  had  been  collecting  them 
for  months  beforehand. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  District  social  science  meeting  in  the  re- 
creational hall  on  August  26,  which  was  a  very  inspiring  and  interesting 
event.  Sister  Barbara  Wrench  was  the  teacher  and  she  asked  several  of 
the  sisters  to  take  part.  The  Singing  Mothers  rendered  a  number  and  four 
of  the  sisters  sang  "My  Testimony." 

Sunday,  August  29,  MIA  held  several  fireside  simultaneously.  The 
Laurels  and  Ensigns  held  one  fireside.  The  M  Men  and  Gleaners  held 
another  at  which  President  and  Sister  Snow  were  the  guests  of  honour. 
Great  interest  was  shown,  in  President  Snow's  youthful  anecdotes  and 
inspiring  tales  of  the  pioneers. 

SALISBURY 


Raises    Chapel    Funds    Progressively 

Reported  by  M.  Swalwell 


A  UGUST  28th  was  a  wonderful 
■^*-  day  for  the  sisters  of  the  Relief 
Society.  They  held  a  progressive 
dinner  in  aid  of  chapel  funds. 
Everyone  worked  hard  and  54 
people,  including  small  ones,  en- 
joyed themselves  enthusiastically. 
Evidence  of  love  and  companion- 
ship   was   strongly   felt   by  all   who 


attended,  and  the  sisters  were  re- 
peatedly complimented  on  the  really 
succulent   dishes    provided. 

Early  in  the  month  MIA  arranged 
a  fireside  evening  at  the  chapel 
where  two  films  were  shown. 
Several  friends  of  the  members 
attended  and  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  it  was  a  very  inspiring 
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evening.  that  all  was  going  well  in  Primary. 

Janine  Thwaits  had   a   wonderful  All  of  the  members  of  the  branch 

Xth  birthday   party  with  all   of   the  welcomed  Sister  Jean  Hotchkiss,  and 

Primary   helping   to    make   her  day  her    children    Gregory    and     Miles, 

a    very    happy    one.    She    is     now  back    from    England.    Sister    Hotch- 

happily     looking     forward     to     her  kiss    has    been    set   apart   as    Choir 

baptism  which  she  will  treasure  as  President. 

a   big  day  in    her  life.  Brother     and     Sister    Bevan    and 

On  Sunday  29th  five  boys  in  the  Sister    Joyce    Budd,    new    members 

Trekker     Class      received     awards.  of  the  Salisbury  Branch,  were  wel- 

Sister  Pauline  Wainwright  reported  corned  by  all. 

COPPERBELT 

Priesthood    Does    the    Cooking 

Reported  by  Arlene  Oosthuizen 
I  HE  high-light  in  the  Copperbelt  Branch  during  the  month  of  August 
was  a  social  event  in  the  form  of  a  dinner  given  by  the  priesthood  for 
the  Relief  Society.  Held  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  August  21,  the  event 
was  enjoyed  by  all  who  attended.  The  Melchizedek  priesthood  prepared  a 
four-course  dinner  and  the  Aaronic  priesthood  did  their  share  by  being 
waiters.  Two  large  tables  were  set  in  the  Relief  Society  room  and  were 
decorated  by  Brother  Engh.  The  brethren  were  determined  to  make  it  a 
happy  occasion,  and  the  Relief  Society  ladies  all  felt  that  they  most  defi- 
nitely succeeded.  The  brethren  supplied  lovely  carnation  corsages  for  each 
sister  to  wear  during  the  evening.  After  the  meal,  Sister  McTavish,  Relief 
Society  President,  proposed  a  toast  to  the  Branch  President,  Brother  Clarke, 
and  all  his  "kitchen  staff."  The  sisters  then  felt  some  form  of  gratitude  and 
repayment  could  be  shown  the  brethren  by  seating  them  at  the  tables  and 
serving  them  with  the  left-overs.  The  brethren  said  they  enjoyed  the  food, 
too,  and  they  were  glad  there  was  enough  left  for  them.  All  who  attended 
said  they  would  long  remember  the  occasion  as  a  happy  one. 

BULAWAYO 


T 


J.  Fourie,  Mission  Primary  Mother,  bade  farewell  and  returned  to 
her  home  in  Hermanus  after  her  stay  of  five  months.  Brother  R.  Austin  is 
once  more  back  to  his  studies  after  a  short  holiday  here.  Brother  and  Sister 
Smith  have  returned  to  Cape  Town  after  a  long  holiday. 

The  high-light  of  the  month  was  a  Cine  Dinner,  organised  by  the 
Primary.  The  Primary  felt  that  the  turkey  dinner  was  a  great  success,  and 
there  was  a  record  attendance  of  eighty  people.  The  branch  expressed  their 
gratitude  to  the  sisters  who  assisted  and  to  non-members  who  gave  their 
support,  especially  in  peeling  sacks  of  potatoes  and  carrots. 

—  Laura  M.    Kersey 

WELKOM 

fT^HIS  month  began  with  a  special  Sunday  School  programme  held  on 
-*-  August  8,  with  the  theme  being  "Love  in  the  Home."  It  was  well 
attended,  and  all  those  present  felt  that  the  talks  were  good. 

During  August  two  of  the  branch  members  were  in  hospital.  Sister 
M.  Futter  and  President  Robinson.  They  are  now  out  and  each  branch 
member  hopes  that  it  will  not  be  too  long  before  they  are  enjoying  full 
health  again. 

District  Conference  was  held  in  Bloemfontein  on  the  twenty-first  and 
twenty-second  of  August.  Marriage  and  Genealogy  were  the  main  topics. 
All  those  who  went  to  the  meetings  thanked  their  friends  in  Bloemfontein 
for  their  kind  hospitality.  —  Anne  Robinson 

(Primrose  and  Vereeniging  notes  on  page  276) 
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{By    J/ilexander     {B.     Lsorbett,     Salisbury 

WHEN  my  wife  and  I  were  married,  according  to  civil  rights,  we  felt 
that  something  was  missing  —  this  should  be  forever.  Imagine  our 
joy  when  the  missionaries  came  to  our  home  and,  in  the  course  of  teaching 
us  the  true  Gospel,  told  us  about  Eternal  Marriage.  Now  here  was  some- 
thing ! 

We  started  planning  right  away  but  had  to  learn,  "That  man  proposes, 
God  disposes."  Planning  is  not  enough,  preparation  is  also  required.  Our 
first  lesson,  was  when,  in  conversation,  we  mentioned  our  great  hopes  to 
President  O.  Layton  Alldredge,  who  was  Mission  President  at  that  time. 
His  reply  was  short  and  to  the  point,  "First  things  first  —  set  your  sights 
in  perspective,  there  is  a  chapel  to  be  built." 

That  might  have  been  the  end  of  our  hopes,  or  at  least  an  indefinite 
postponement  but  we  never  lost  faith  in  the  ultimate  purpose  of  our 
Heavenly  Father.  As  soon  as  the  Salisbury  Chapel  had  been  built,  things 
started  to  happen  rapidly.  First  some  property,  that  we  had  not  been  able 
to  sell  for  years,  was  sold  providing  the  necessary  funds,  then  our  passages 
were  booked  within  a  few  days.  From  then  on  everything  unfolded,  accom- 
modation and  transport  were  taken  care  of  by  hiring  a  "Commer  Caravan." 
The  essential  visits  to  relations  and  friends  were  fitted  into  the  days  when 
there  were  no  temple  sessions,  leaving  us  free  to  give  our  time  to  temple 
worship  and  genealogy.  We  were  indeed  blessed  because  during  our  time 
there,  there  were  two  full  weeks  of  missionary  temple  sessions.  Anyone 
who  has  been  able  to  attend  a  missionary  session  will  know  what  a  won- 
derful experience  it  is  to  be  able  to  partake  of  this  spiritual  feast. 

I  have  a  unshakeable  testimony  that  the  Lord  has  raised  up  temples 
on  the  earth  for  the  blessing  of  His  children,  and  I  will  forever  be  grate- 
ful for  the  initial  delay  and  test  of  faith  in  the  words  "First  things  first." 
For  during  that  time  I  was  able  to  prepare  myself  for  the  glorious  expe- 
rience of  temple  worship. 

It  is  my  prayer,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  this  writing  may  en- 
courage the  children  of  God  to  plan  and  prepare,  for  personal  prepara- 
tion is  essential,  that  they  may  go,  and  go  often,  to  worship  God  in  His 
Holy  House. 

{By    (^race    Gb.     (^oroett,    Salisbury 

SHORTLY  after  being  baptised.  I  realised  the  importance  of  the  temple 
ordinances,  but  at  that  time  the  long  journey  seemed  impossible.  I  knew 
that  "The  Lord  giveth  no  commandments  unto  the  children  of  men,  save 
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He  shall  prepare  a  way  for  them  that  they  may  accomplish  the  thing  which 
He  commandeth  them."  I  Nephi,  Chapter  3,  Verse  7.  I  promised  Him  that 
I  would  fast  for  one  day  a  week  until  He  would  forgive  my  sins  and 
open  the  way  for  us  to  go  to  His  House. 

While  waiting  for  the  answer  to  our  prayers,  we  tried  to  prepare  our- 
selves for  the  great  day.  I  feel  peparation  is  essential  if  one  is  to  under- 
stand Temple  ordinances.  President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  has  said,  "If  we 
realise  what  we  are  doing  then  the  endowment  will  be  a  protection  to  us 
all  our  lives." 

The  25th  April,  1%4  was  the  day  our  payers  were  answered.  We,  as  a 
family,  entered  the  Lord's  House  and  were  sealed  for  time  and  all  eternity. 
The  joy  of  knowing  that  when  we  endure  to  the  end,  life  will  really  begin 
for  us  and  our  dead,  is  an  anchor  to  the  soul  and  a  comfort  in  time  of 
trouble. 

I  have  many  sacred  memories  of  the  temple:  the  happiness  of  Leah, 
Sandra  and  Colin  as  they  asked  if  they  might  stay  in  the  House  of  the 
Lord  and  do  baptism  for  the  dead  instead  of  going  sightseeing;  the  quiet 
moments  with  President  and  Sister  Boyer  with  their  deep  understanding; 
the  wonderful  missionary  sessions  and  the  unforgettable  testimony  meeting 
with  President  Covey  and  his  Irish  missionaries  after  an  inspiring  temple 
session. 

I  have  a  burning  testimony  of  the  importance  of  the  temple.  I  know 
the  work  is  divine.  I  know  that  preparation  brings  fulfillment,  makes  one 
more  receptive  to  the  ordinances,  and  helps  one  more  fully  understand  the 
things  of  God. 

I  pray  that  every  member  of  the  South  African  Mission,  who  has  a 
desire  to  learn  more  of  the  Lord  and  His  work,  may  be  blessed  to  go  to 
the  temple. 


NEWS    NOTES 


PRIMROSE 

DURING  past  months,  attendance  at  Primrose  Branch  Primary  has 
dwindled  to  as  little  as  two  children.  Sister  Cherrett,  however,  sug- 
gested that  Primary  be  held  on  Sunday;  and  now  attendance  is  so  good 
that  more  teachers  are  needed. 

The  branch  recently  welcomed  back  the  De  Wet  family  from  their 
trip  overseas.  Brother  Bob  De  Wet  reported  that  the  trip  was  most  in- 
spirational, and  he  encouraged  all  to  start  thinking  seriously  about  visiting 
the  Temple. 

The  branch  congratulated  the  following  brethren  on  their  advance- 
ments in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood;  Brother  N.  Butt,  advanced  to  Priest,  and 
Brothers  R.  Ninow  and  T.  van  Zyl,  advanced  to  Teacher. 

—  CD.  Parsons 

VEREENIGING 


T3ROTHER  JOHANNES  P.  BRUMMER  was  released  as  First  Coun- 
-■-*  sellor  in  the  Branch  Presidency  to  take  over  the  calling  of  priesthood 
group  leader.  He  will  replace  Brother  Arthur  G.  Wilson  who  had  been 
hampered  in  his  duties  by  having  to  work  shifts.  Both  these  brethren 
were  released  with  a  vote  of  thanks.  Brother  Julian  J.  Snyman  was  called 
and  sustained  in  the  position  of  First  Counsellor  in  the  Branch  Presidency. 
The  Branch  Presidency  now  consists  of  Zacharias  J.  Pienaar.  Branch 
President;  Julian  J.  Snyman,  First  Counsellor;  William  Sheasby.  Second 
Counsellor;    and    Rowland   P.    Roberts.   Branch  Clerk. 

—  Rowland  P.  Roberts 
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FIRST  IN  A  NEW  SERIES 
FEATURING  CHURCH  LEADERS 


Hugh 

B. 

Brown 


First  Counselor  in  First  Presidency 

AT  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  March  23,  1961,  a  young  man  of  77 
and  his  lovely  wife,  a  few  years  younger,  stepped  out  of  an  airplane  at 
Jan  Smuts  airport.  As  they  walked  towards  the  terminal,  they  met  and 
shook  hands  with  President  O.  Layton  Alldredge  and  the  group  of  saints 
waiting  to  greet  them.  This  was  the  beginning  of  Elder  and  Sister  Brown's 
month-long  visit  during  which  they  won  the  love  and  respect  of  the 
South  African  Saints. 

President  Hugh  B.  Brown  has  had  a  long  and  distinguished  career  of 
service  to  both  his  country  and  his  church.  He  practised  law  in  Canada  and 
later,  in  the  United  States.  During  World  War  1,  he  served  overseas  in  the 
Canadian  army  attaining  the  rank  of  major.  From  1946  to  1950,  he  was  pro- 
fessor of  religion  and  co-ordinator  of  veterans  affairs  at  Brigham  Young 
University. 

President  Brown  was  Born  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  on  October  24, 
1883,  a  son  of  Homer  M.  and  Lydia  J.  Brown.  In  1900,  the  family  migrated 
to  Canada.  He  served  his  church  as  a  missionary  to  Great  Britain  from 
1904  to  1906.  Subsequently,  he  has  served  as  a  bishop's  counselor,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Alberta  Stake  High  Council,  president  of  Lethbridge  Stake, 
president  of  Granite  Stake,  president  of  the  British  Mission  from  1937  to 
1940  and  from  1944  to  1946.  During  World  War  II,  he  was  co-ordinator  of 
LDS  servicemen.  His  appointment  as  an  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  came  in  October  of  1953.  After  five  years  service  as  an  Assistant 
to  the  Twelve,  he  was  called  to  be  an  Apostle  in  April  1958.  In  June 
1961  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  First  Presidency  by  President 
McKay.  In  October  of  the  same  year  he  was  sustained  as  President  McKay's 
second  counselor.  He  accepted  the  position  of  first  counselor  in  the  First 
Presidency  in  October,  1963,  and  he  serves  in  that  capacity  at  the  present 
time. 

When  President  Brown  returned  from  his  mission  to  England  and 
decided  he  was  ready  for  marriage,  the  girl  he  had  set  his  heart  on  had 
moved  to  Salt  Lake  City.  President  Brown  made  three  trips  from  his 
home  in  Cardston.  Alberta,  Canada,  to  Salt  Lake  City:  "First,  to  tell  her 
my  intentions;  second,  to  convince  her;  and  third,  to  marry  her."  He 
married  Zina  Young  Card  on  June  17.  1908,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
Sister  Brown  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  O.  Card,  founder  of  Cardston.  and 
Zina  Young,  daughter  of  Brigham  Young.  They  have  seven  living  children 
—  six  daughters  and  a  son.  Another  son  was  killed  in  World  War  II. 

It  was  as  Apostle  that  he  visited  South  Africa  in  March  of  1961.  As 
President  Brown  and  his  lovely  wife.  Zina,  toured  the  mission  giving  their 
admonitions  and  encouragements,  the  Saints  knew  that  they  had  two  of  the 
noble  and  great  ones  in  their  midst.  At  the  close  of  their  visit.  President 


Oct..   1965 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


111 


Broun  wrote  "A  Message  to  the  Saints  of  the  South  African  Mission" 
giving  counsel  and  expressing  his  and  Sister  Brown's  love  for  their  friends 
in  South  Africa.  He  closed  his  message  with  an  exhortation  to  prepare  for 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  The  exhortation  is  particularly  appropriate  because 
his  life  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  fruits  of  preparation: 

"We  leave  you  then  with  a  charge  that  you  continue  to  renew  the 
oil  in  your  lamps,  that  you  may  not  be  among  the  foolish  virgins  when  the 
bridegroom  Cometh;  that  you  continue  to  inform  yourselves  and  to  teach 
one  another,  that  you  live  together  in  harmony,  and  peace,  that  you  do 
not  engage  in  gossip  or  tittle-tattle  .  .  .  that  you  remember  that  Gossip  is 
always  a  negative  which  is  developed  and  then  enlarged!  We  admonish  you 
as  the  Saviour  said  to  "Become  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  in  Heaven  is 
perfect"  -  or  in  short  to  prepare  yourselves  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 
Our  warning  is  that  He  will  come  quickly,  that  the  end  is  nearer  than  most 
men  think. 

"May  God  bless  and  prosper  you  Saints  of  the  South  African  Mission. 
May  your  numbers  be  increased,  doubled  and  re-doubled,  your  facilities 
improved,  your  faith  strengthened  and  your  hearts  made  glad.  And  now 
adieu,  until  we  shall  meet  again." 


MISSIONARY 
ACTIVITIES 

APPOINTMENTS 

ELDER    DOUGLAS    POLL   RIDGE   —    was 

appointed  an  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Cumorah"s  Southern  Messenger,  and  Editor 
of  the  Missionary  publication,  and  CSM 
Business    Manager.     September     10.     1965. 
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NEW  ARRIVALS 

ELDER  TED  "J"  ALSOP  —  arrived  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  on  September  8th.  1965 
and    was    assigned    to   labour    with   Elder   Dan   E.    Stokes    in   Nigel.   Transvaal. 

ELDER  STEPHEN  LINDSAY  CALL  —  arrived  from  Bancroft.  Idaho,  on  September  8th. 
and    was   assigned   to   labour    with    Elder   Josepn   A.    Parent    in   Alberton.    Transvaal. 

ELDER  DAVID  BRUCE  OLIVER  —  arrived  from  Bountiful.  Utah  on  September  8th. 
and   was    assigned    to   labour   with   Elder   Rendell   W.    Pratt    in   Durban.   Natal. 

RELEASES 

SISTER  ELLEN  FERN  HOMER  —  from  Quincy,  Washington,  was  honourably  released 
from  her  mission  on  September  16,  1965.  She  served  in  Kensington,  Durban,  Mission 
Home.  Pretoria,  Linden  and  Florida.  While  in  the  Mission  Home  she  served  as  Mission 
Recorder.    Assistant    Mission    Secretary,    and    Assistant    Mission    Publications    Director. 

TRANSFERS 

ELDER  STEPHEN  L.  ALLRED  —  transferred  from  Mayfair  West  to  Muizenberg.  Cape 
on    September    1,    as    junior    companion    to    Elder    James    Davis. 

ELDER  MONTY  .1.  EGGER  —  transferred  from  Muizenberg.  Cape  to  Florida,  Transvaal, 
on    September    1.    as   junior   companion   to    Elder    David    M.    Skelton. 

ELDER  ANTHONY  A.  STORROR  —  transferred  from  Durban.  Natal  to  Edenvale.  Trans- 
vaal on  September  9.  as  junior  companion  to  Elder  Glen  R.  Richardson,  and  was 
transferred  from  Edenvale  to  Pretoria  Transvaal  on  September  20,  as  junior  companion 
to  Elder  Stanford  S.  Smith. 

ELDER  JOSEPH  A.  PARENT  —  transferred  from  Nigel  to  Alberton  on  September  9,  as 
senior  companion  to  Elder  Stephen  L.  Call. 

ELDER  WILLIAM  A.  BENINCOSA  —  transferred  from  Alberton  to  Kimberley.  Cape  on 
September   9,    as    Senior   Companion   to   Elder    Sigmund    Geldenhuys. 

ELDER  ANDREW  A.  BARROWMAN  —  transferred  from  Edenvale  to  Klerksdorp  on 
September    9,    as    senior   companion    to    Elder   Carl   J.    Nye. 

ELDER  EROLD  JUBBER  —  transferred  from  Klerksdorp  to  Mission  Home  as  companion 
to  Elder  Dwight  M.  Barrus,  September  8. 
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A    MISSIONARY 

A  missionary  in  the  field. 

The  sword  of  right  to  wieldl 

For  the  true  gospel's  sake  — 

Men,  women,  children  to  wake\ 

Telling  all,  the  field  is  white 

The  harvest  near  and  man's  plight  — 

His  rejection  of  the  answer  to  all 

Life's  fears — Hasten  then,  accept  the  call. 

The  challenge,  to  become  free 

Through  obedience,  forgetting  the  me\ 

Becoming  undershepherds  of  the  fold  — 

Wanting  others  to  be  told 

Of  the  glorious  gospel  too, 

Inspiring  good  men  to  do 

All  they  say  and  preach. 

Study,  hear  and  teach. 

What  more  could  one  then  ask, 

Than  to  be  about  the  Father's  task! 

A  missionary  in  the  field 

The  sword  of  right  to  wield 

by  Lilian  Brummer,  Ramah  II  Branch, 
— written  especially  for  her  sister,  Theonie 
Rechas  of  Ramah  I  Branch  who  entered 
the  mission  field  in  September. 


Leaving 

For 

Home 


SISTER  CORAL       SISTER  JUDITH  M 
CARTWRIGHT  POWRIE 

Cape    Town,   Cape  Florida,    Tvl. 


Oct.,   1965 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


279 


OUR  PROPHETS  SPEAK 

JLatter-aay    cJemples 

"The  greatest  responsibility  in  this  world  that  God  has  laid  upon  us  is 
to  seek  after  our  dead." 

—  (Joseph    Smith,     (Jr 

I  have  determined  by  the  help  of  the  Lord  and  this  people  to  build 
him  a  house.  You  may  ask,  "Will  he  dwell  in  it?"  He  may  do  just  as  he 
pleases;  it  is  not  my  prerogative  to  dictate  to  the  Lord.  But  we  will  build 
him  a  house,  that,  if  he  pleases  to  pay  us  a  visit,  he  may  have  a  place  to 
dwell  in,  or  if  he  should  send  any  of  his  servants,  we  may  have  suitable 
accommodations  for  them.  I  have  built  myself  a  house,  and  the  most  of 
you  have  done  the  same,  and  now,  shall  we  not  build  the  Lord  a  house? 

—  JJrigham     IJoung 
It  takes  as  much  to  save  a  dead  man  as  a  living  man. 

—  Wilford    Woodruff 

These  ordinances  have  been  revealed  unto  us  for  this  very  purpose, 
that  we  might  be  born  into  the  light  from  the  midst  of  this  darkness  — 
from  death  into  life. 

—  (Joseph    cf.    cbmdh 

We  have  all  that  is  necessary,  not  only  for  our  own  salvation,  but  that 
we  may  be  in  very  deed  "Saviours  on  Mount  Zion,"  and  enter  into  the 
temples  of  our  God  and  save  our  ancestors  who  have  died  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  gospel. 

—  Crier  her  I     (/.     tyrant 

Grateful  should  we  be  for  a  knowledge  of  the  eternity  of  the  marriage 
covenant.  If  in  this  life  only  had  we  hope,  we  would  indeed  be  of  all  men 
most  miserable.  The  assurance  that  oui  relationship  here  as  parents  and 
children,  as  husbands  and  wives  will  continue  in  heaven  and  that  this  is 
but  the  beginning  of  a  great  and  glorious  kingdom  that  our  Father  had 
destined  we  shall  inherit  on  the  other  side  fills  us  with  hope  and  joy. 

—  (^eorge    ^)i'oert    Smith 

Temples  are  erected  for  the  blessing  of  the  people  through  the  cove- 
nants they  make. 

-  2Wc/  (9.  nh'JUj 
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Joseph  F.  Smith,  Journal  of  Discourses,  Vol  19,  page  265. 
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